 The Farmstead of Charlotte Hall

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 2012 Season

The Farmstead of Charlotte Hall is located in Charles County, Southern Maryland where the Chesapeake Bay and Patuxent River govern the climate.  We started gardening intensively during the 1980s and we feel an organic approach produces the freshest, most nutritious vegetables while improving the soil, the life therein and those who share the harvest.
What is Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)?

The CSA concept, originating in the 1960's in Switzerland and Japan, is a unique model of local agriculture that has been influenced by various cultures.  In Japan, a group of women, concerned about the increase in food imports and the corresponding decrease in the farming population, initiated a direct growing and purchasing relationship between their group and local farms.  This arrangement called "teikei" in Japanese, translates to "putting the farmers' face on food."  A similar community farming approach has been successful in Europe and variations of these models are being used by small farmers in the U.S.
In basic terms, a CSA consists of a community of individuals who pledge support to a farm thus protecting local farmland, with the growers and consumers providing mutual support and sharing the risk and benefits of food production.  Members in the CSA farm pledge in advance to cover the anticipated costs of the farm operation and farmer's salary.  In return, they receive shares in the farm's bounty throughout the growing season, as well as satisfaction gained from reconnecting to the land.  Members also share in the risks faced by the grower such as a poor harvest due to unfavorable weather or pests.

 The CSA tradition of payment early in the year lets us know our production expenses are covered and that we have a community of members who support our efforts.   A share is a commitment for the entire season.  If you subscribe now but find out during the season that you are moving or going away for an extended time, the share that was planted for you is still growing in the field.  If you cannot pick up your share we suggest you find someone to take over the remainder of your share or it will be donated to a food bank.
The Season
The season, consisting of eighteen weeks, begins Thursday, May 31st  and ends Thursday, September 27th.  Each week you will receive a hand-picked selection of locally grown vegetables and herbs harvested at peak ripeness. Although we don’t offer fruit shares, we may, depending on availability, include locally grown fruit. As crops rotate throughout the season, shares will vary by size and type of produce, reflecting Southern Maryland's growing seasons and conditions.  We try to include 6-8 different items in your share per week focusing on a diversity of vegetable varieties.  
Based on previous years, shares during an average season have included the following items and quantities but the harvest depends on many factors and can vary from year to year. 
Spring

1 bag salad mix, braising mix, spinach, kale or other greens
1-2 heads of lettuce

1 bunch of spring onions

1 bunch of turnips, beets or carrots

1 qt peas

1 dozen radishes

Bunch of fresh herbs  

Summer

1 pint cherry/grape tomatoes and 5-6 slicing tomatoes
Onions, scallions, garlic or leeks
2-3 sweet peppers
1 cucumber
1 lb green beans or potatoes

4-8 squash or 1-2 eggplants
6 ears of corn or a small melon
Bunch of fresh herbs
Fall

1 lb potatoes or sweet potatoes
1 -2 heads of broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage or pac choi

1 lb kale, collards, spinach or a bag of braising mix

1-2 heads lettuce or ½ lb salad mix

2 winter squash

1 bunch turnips, beets or carrots
1 bunch radishes

Bunch of fresh herbs
Share Price
The cost of a share is $600 for the eighteen week season and, please note, there are a limited number of shares available.  Renewing members are given priority and new applicants are accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis.  To reserve your share, please return the application with a $100 (non-refundable) deposit. (Note: there is a discount if a share is picked up in Charlotte Hall or Waldorf , send us an email: farmstead88@msn.com   for details and cost on picking up locally.)
For your convenience, there are two payment plans: full payment or installment.  The full payment consists of the deposit to reserve your share with the balance of $500 due on March 1st.   The three-month payment plan which carries a $25 service fee consists of the $100 deposit to reserve your share and three payments of $175 due on the first of March, April and May.



Delivery Sites
The day, time and drop-off locations are listed below.  Members should select one of the following sites as their pick up location:
Thursday, 4:00-7:00 p.m., Silver Spring (near 16th Street NW and Georgia Ave)
Thursday, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Chevy Chase (near River Road and Little Falls Parkway)
Thursday, any time after 3:00 p.m. at the farm in Charlotte Hall

Thursday, 3:00-7:00 p.m., Waldorf at the “Country Nutrition” store, Old Line Ctr.

The Farmstead of Charlotte Hall

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)

 2012 Season Membership Application
Name:  ______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Telephone: ___________________________________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

I/We submit this application and deposit for membership in the Farmstead of Charlotte Hall (“Farmstead”) Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program.  The season consists of eighteen weeks beginning Thursday, May 31st  and ending Thursday, September 27th.  A share is Six Hundred dollars ($600.00).   If accepted, I understand and accept the inherent risks associated with farming; the Farmstead cannot guarantee the exact amount or selection of produce and if I do not pick up my share on the day of delivery, it will be forfeited for that week.  (Find a friend to pick up your share if you can’t pick up or give us advance notice and your share will be donated to a food bank.)
Please select one of the following payment options:
_______$100 (non-refundable) deposit; balance of $500 due on March 1st.
_______$100 (non-refundable) deposit; balance due in 3 payments on the first of March, April , May
The pickup site (please circle one) I select is:  


Silver Spring
Chevy Chase

I/We accept the terms of this agreement.
________________________​​​​​​​​​​__________________________      ______________________

Signature






Date
Please make checks (payable to Farmstead of Charlotte Hall) and mail to:
The Farmstead of Charlotte Hall

P.O. Box 779, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622
Phone: 301 481-6671 
Email: farmstead88@msn.com
Web site: http://www.farmsteadgardens.com/
